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Baptist  Missionary^; 

The  strongest  force  that  has  assisted  the 
American  Indian  to  make  his  adjustment  to 
the  demands  of  the  new  day  has  been  Chris- 
tianity. After  witnessing  the  behavior  of  a 
group  of  Indians  attending  an  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention,  a 
delegate  said:  “Seeing  and  hearing  these 

Indians  has  given  me  a new  conception  of 
the  transforming  power  of  the  gospel.” 

# « * 

The  years  1940-41  witnessed  many  spiritual 
triumphs  on  Indian  fields  where  the  mission- 
aries of  the  two  national  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
sion Societies  labor. 

* * * 

The  home  missionary  enterprise,  in  season 
and  out,  has  championed  the  rights  of  the 
Indian  and  protested  against  wrongs  done 
him.  Missionary  influence  has  been  behind 
many  of  the  most  significant  material  gains 
which  he  has  won. 

* * * 

Northern  Baptists  through  the  missionaries 
under  appointment  by  The  American  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Society  and  the  Woman’s 
American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society 
maintain  churches  for  the  people  of  twenty 
Indian  tribes:  Apache,  Arapaho,  Caddoe, 
Delaware,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  Kiowa,  and 
Wichita  all  in  Oklahoma;  Hopi,  Navajo, 
and  Yavapai-Apache  in  Arizona;  Crow  in 
Montana;  Piute,  Shoshone,  and  Washoe  in 
Nevada;  Chansi,  Chuckchansie,  and  Mono 
in  California;  and  Seneca  and  Tuscarora  in 
New  York.  On  these  fields  there  is  a staff 
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of  34  missionaries  under  appointment  by  the 
two  Home  Mission  Boards  in  addition  to  the 
38  members  of  the  faculty  of  Bacone  College. 

Bacone  College  is  the  only  Indian  school 
of  junior  college  rank  in  the  United  States. 
There  are  eight  other  junior  colleges  in 
Oklahoma.  All  but  Bacone  are  tax-supported 
for  white  people.  In  this  Christian  school, 
that  is  supported  by  the  two  Home  Mission 
Societies,  and  attended  by  representatives  of 
over  40  Indian  tribes,  a boy  or  girl  can  start 
in  the  kindergarten  and  complete  two  years 
of  college  work.  Many  students  have  gone 
out  from  Bacone  to  serve  their  people  with 
a devotion  that  money  could  not  purchase. 

The  Home  Mission  Societies  also  conduct 
an  orphanage  in  connection  with  Bacone, 
where  unfortunate  Indian  children  are  given 
a Christian  home.  The  home,  as  well  as  the 
college,  depends  upon  the  gifts  of  friends 
for  maintenance. 

* * * 

One  of  the  more  recent  results  of  the  co- 
operative activities  of  the  two  Home  Mission 
Societies  may  be  seen  at  Stewart,  Nev.  On 
February  16,  1941,  a beautiful  new  parson- 
age and  chapel  were  dedicated  there.  The 
parsonage  is  located  adjacent  to  the  new 
church  and  mission  residence  for  women 
workers  erected  by  the  Woman’s  Society.  The 
stones  used  in  the  construction  of  these  build- 
ings are  prized  for  their  delicate  and  rich 
color.  A staff  of  three  workers  is  carrying 
on  a group  type  of  ministry  for  the  more  than 
five  hundred  boys  and  girls  at  the  Carson 
Indian  School,  and  the  Indian  bands  at  Dres- 
slerville,  Stewart,  and  Reno. 


INDIAN  REVENGE  THWARTED 
BY  LOVE 

By  B.  Frank  Belvin 

An  address  delivered  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Northern 
Baptist  Convention,  Wichita,  Kansas,  May,  1941 

I have  always  had  ambitions  for  my  people ; 
but  until  I became  a Christian  they  were  self- 
ish ambitions.  In  my  youth  I hoped  that  some 
day  I would  be  able  to  repay  the  white  man, 
in  kind,  for  all  the  miseries  heaped  upon  my 
people  since  the  coming  of  the  white  man 
to  the  shores  of  America. 

But  thanks  be  to  God  and  to  home  missions, 
I became  a Christian,  and  then  those  selfish 
ambitions  of  youth  faded  into  oblivion.  They 
w'ere  replaced  by  loftier  ideals,  by  a clearer 
conception  of  Christ  who  saved  me,  and  by  a 
desire  to  make  him  knowm  to  my  people. 

And  now  that  desire  is  being  realized.  I 
have  been  chosen  by  our  Home  Mission  So- 
ciety to  serve  in  Oklahoma  among  the  Kiowa 
and  Apache  Indians.  And  so  I go  forth  anx- 
iously to  tell  my  people,  not  of  the  evils  of 
the  past,  but  of  the  joys  of  the  present  and  the 
glory  of  their  future  in  Christ. 

My  aim  is  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ 
and  to  make  Christian  disciples  of  my  people. 
And  I hope  that  this  gospel  will  be  felt  in 
every  phase  of  every  life  that  hears;  that  it 
will  be  seen  in  renewed  lives,  renewed  hopes, 
happier  homes,  better  farms,  better  social 
conditions,  and  in  all  things  that  go  to  make 
well-rounded  Christian  living.  And  I desire 
the  prayers  of  Baptists  everywhere  that  this 
may  be  aceomplished. 

The  trees  have  dropped  their  leaves  only 
nine  times  since  I became  a Christian,  but  my 
humble  prayer  is  that,  when  my  head  is  white 
with  many  snows,  I can  say  like  Paul  of  old, 
“I  have  finished  the  course,  I have  kept  the 
faith.” 
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